
The Fountains of Rome 

The beauty of Rome is known all over the world and 

there are many guides who suggest itineraries and 

secrets of the eternal city but the true beauty of this 

city is that it never ceases to amaze. It may sound like 

a cliché but "Sometimes you have to get lost to find 

yourself" and with Rome it works a little bit like this, 

so you have to get lost to find its true beauty in the 

hidden parts. This is the reason why this page was 

born, to be able to guide you to discover the Rome 

that we Concierges like to recommend, the one we 

live every day, that we are never tired of discovering 

and that we can't wait to share with you as soon as 

possible after this pandemic. 

Let's start with Rione Celio, a “neighborhood” which 

takes its name after the hill upon which it resides. We 

are located in Piazza della Navicella, in front of the 

Church of Santa Maria in Domnica. The Navicella 

Fountain was built around 1502 and is called della 

Navicella because of the homonymous square in 

which it is located. It depicts a boat and that is an ex-

voto dedicated by the sailors of Capo Miseno at the 

time of ancient Rome to the goddess Isis, protector 

of sailors. 

 

 

Then we move towards the river Tiber, near the 

Circus Maximus. Here we find the Fountain of the 

Tritons in Piazza della Bocca della Verità. The 

fountain owes the flow of water to the extension of 

the pipelines of the Felice Aqueduct. It once had a 

water tank at its side, which is now found in 

Lungotevere Aventino with the function of 

replenishing the citizens and livestock passing 

through the so-called Foro Boario. The fountain is 

inspired by the eight-pointed star of the Albani 

family crest and was designed by the architect 

Francesco Carlo Bizzaccheri. At the center of it rises 

a cliff sculpted by Filippo Bai on which two kneeling 

tritons with crossed tails sculpted by Francesco 

Moratti rest. The latter supporting a shell. 

 

 

Crossing over to the opposite side of the Tiber, 

passing through Trastevere we then reach the 

Gianicolo, one of the panoramic points of the city. 

Here we find the Fontana dell'Acqua Paola. The 

fountain or "Fontanone" as it is called by the Romans, 

takes its name from the water pipe that supplies it. 

It was built in 1605 at the behest of Paolo V by 

Giovanni Fontana, with the help of Flaminio Ponzio. 

The fountain is made to resemble the form of a castle 

with three large central niches and two smaller 

lateral ones, and is enriched by columns moved from 

the Roman Forum and the Paleochristian Basilica of 

San Pietro. The emblem of the Borghese family 

stands out on the very top of the structure. In 1690 

the spacious ground basin was added and because of 

this from that moment on it was known as the 

“Fontanone”. 

 

 

Continuing down along the river bank, near the Tiber 

Island, we enter the Jewish quarter and find on the 

edge of it the Fountain of Piazza Campitelli. 

Constructed by Giacomo della Porta, it was originally 

positioned in front of the Church of Santa Maria in 



Portico. In 1679 it was decentralized from the heart 

of Piazza Campitelli by order of Pope Innocenzo XI at 

the request of the friars of Santa Maria who 

considered the gatherings of commoners around the 

fountain to be misleading and a disruption for the 

religious ceremonies. 

 

 

 

Not far from there we find the Fontana Del Pianto in 

Piazza delle Cinque Scole. Built in 1591 by Giacomo 

della Porta in the center of the Jewish Ghetto in an 

area that was then called Piazza Giudea. This 

fountain was subsequently removed as can be 

determined in the first photo where the perimeter 

indicating the previous position was marked. 

 

 
 

Later, in 1930, it was rebuilt and repositioned in Via 

Del Progresso (abolished following the demolitions) 

in front of the oratory of Santa Maria del Pianto from 

which it takes its name. Today the fountain is located 

in Piazza delle Cinque Scole, as seen in the second 

photo. 

 

 

Passing through Via della Reginella, we arrive in a 

small square called Piazza Mattei where, at its center, 

we find the Fontana Delle Tartarughe. The square 

takes its name after the sixteenth-century noble 

palace. We can see the enchanting fountain built 

around 1580 by Taddeo Landini who was also aide to 

Giacomo della Porta. A legend tells that this fountain 

was commissioned in a hurry by Muzio Mattei in 

front of his palace to elevate himself and look 

magnificent in the eyes of a very rich man who for 

economic reasons had not granted him his 

daughter's hand. 

 

 
 

The fountain was originally supposed to be in Piazza 

Giudea, which has now disappeared. The basin and 

the other elements are made of marble while the 

sculptures of the four ephebes and the four turtles 

are made of bronze. Bronze also being the material 

of choice for the eight dolphins that should have 

decorated the fountain but of which we can only 

admire four, as the rest were in the Fontana della 

Terrina which we will talk about later, unfortunately 

mysteriously disappeared. 

 



 
 

Crossing Campo de 'Fiori, where the famous market 

is located, we head towards Piazza Farnese. Here we 

find the homonymous fountains. The Fountains of 

Piazza Farnese are placed in front of the building 

with which they share their name and have a rather 

eventful history. The two large granite basins were 

originally located in the Baths of Caracalla and were 

used as public baths. At the beginning of the 

fifteenth century, Paul II had them moved to Piazza 

Venezia where they remained for about twenty 

years. In 1534 Paul III then ordered the removal of 

one of the two fountains and its location in Piazza 

Farnese. Since the square was not reached by an 

adequate quantity of water, the basin was used by 

the nobility as a sort of grandstand from which to 

attend shows. With the increase in water supply to 

the area thanks to the Acqua Paola in 1575, at the 

request of Cardinal Alessandro Farnese, Pope 

Gregory XIII had the second fountain relocated as 

well. Both were raised above a pool depicting a lily at 

the center, which is the emblem of the Farnese 

house. 

 

 

 

Entering the fascinating alleys, you then reach Corso 

Vittorio Emanuele II. On Piazza della Chiesa Nuova 

we see the Fontana Della Terrina, mentioned above. 

Built by Giacomo Della Porta in 1589 and initially 

placed in Piazza Campo de 'Fiori, it was an oblong-

shaped fountain similar to an emerging boat inside a 

larger pool dug into the ground. Four jets of water 

came out of the mouths of four bronze dolphins, 

which have now disappeared. Due to the bad habit 

that developed among the commoners, which 

consisted in throwing waste from the market into 

the water of the fountain, the authorities in charge 

decided to add a sort of travertine lid. 

 

 

 

We save for last one of the symbolic fountains of 

Rome but before reaching it, we travel a few 

kilometers passing the Quirinale and arrive at Piazza 

San Bernardo. Here it is possible to admire the 

recently restored Fountain of Moses in all its beauty. 

Inaugurated in 1589 and commissioned by Sisto V, 

this fountain constituted the final exhibition of the 

Felice Aqueduct. In one of the three large niches the 

statue of Moses is visible and in the two lateral ones 

Aaron and Joshua. The parapet surrounding the 

fountain is decorated with four lion sculptures 

originally part of the Pantheon, which were later 

replaced by copies. Five sculptors worked on the 

fountain in addition to Domenico Fontana: Flaminio 

Vacca, Paolo Olivieri, Giovanbattista della Porta, 

Leonardo Sormano and Prospero Antichi. 

 



 

To end our discovery tour of some of the fountains 

of Rome, as anticipated, we conclude with the 

famous Trevi Fountain, that we will try to describe in 

an unprecedented way. The Trevi Fountain leans 

against Palazzo Poli located in Via della Stamperia, 

and was built in the Augustan era on the terminal 

exhibition of the aqueduct called Acqua Vergine. The 

famous fountain emblem of Fellini's "Dolce Vita",  

 

in addition to the exterior magnificence and the 

famous coin tossing tradition which is known all over 

the world now for centuries, it hides some secrets 

inside. 

 

Thanks to exclusive events organized every year in 

Rome it is possible to be the protagonists of a unique 

experience: Entering the Fountain and being able to 

admire it from an entirely new and exclusive point of 

view. 

 

It is also possible to view the hydraulic castle of the 

fountain and discover the history behind the 

aqueduct 

 

and its use as  water supply for the private residences 

of the noble families of Rome, indicated in the table 

below. 

 

 

Unfortunately, many events scheduled for 2020 have 

been postponed or canceled but in the future it will 

be possible to enter Palazzo Poli, which houses the 

Central Institute of Graphics owned by Mibac, 

offering the possibility to look out from the terrace 

overlooking the Fountain, with a breathtaking view 

of Rome, being one of the highest points of the 

Eternal City. 
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